THE   MINISTRY  OF  CONFLICT

came to be in Roon's last years not exactly a coldness, but
a certain distance between us, and on my side the sense
that my best friend and comrade had not confronted the
lies and calumnies which were systematically circulated
about me as decisively as I hope I should have done if his
case had been mine.

The Minister of Religion, von Miihler, nearly resem-
bled his successor, von Gossler, in the manner in which he
applied himself to business, except that he was influenced
by the energy and amateur participation in affairs of his
clever and, when she saw fit, amiable wife, and was prob-
ably governed by her stronger will. That, of course, in
the first instance, I did not learn by direct observation; it
could only be inferred from the impression which the two
personages left on my mind in social intercourse. I re-
member that at Gastein, as early as August 1865, I was
compelled to insist to the point of discourtesy on having a
private interview with von Miihler in regard to a certain
royal mandate before I could succeed in inducing the
' Frau Ministerin ' to leave us alone. The occurrence of
such a necessity brought in its train misunderstandings
which did not indeed intrude into my business relations
with him in the course of his practical conduct of affairs,
but yet did impair the harmony of our familiar intercourse.
Frau von Miihler took her direction in politics not from
her husband, but from the Queen, with whom she sought
above all things to keep in touch. The atmosphere of the
court, questions of precedence, openly declared intimacy
with a royal person, exert not seldom an influence on
' Ministerfr&uen' which makes itself felt in politics; the
personal policy of the Empress Augusta, a policy which
usually ran counter to the interests of the state, found in
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